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«  Schlock‐Wire: VCI To Release A Greydon Clark
Drive‐In Double Feature, HI‐RIDERS and THE
BAD BUNCH

HEARTBEEPS: The Little Robot Romantic Comedy
That Couldn’t  »

DISCO DISCHARGE — CLASSIC DISCO:
Touring The Disco Genre With Smarts
& Style

Disco com￼pi￼la￼tions are a dime a dozen, par￼tic￼u￼larly the kind that claim

to be com￼pre￼hen￼sive genre sam￼plers.  These boil￼er￼plate sam￼plers are

often depress￼ing affairs that rely on the same batch of over￼played pop‐

chart hits that hack d.j.‘s bust out dur￼ing disco theme nights at any old

generic club.  Thus, it’s nice when some￼one takes the time to really

think they’re way through such a sam￼pler, blend￼ing cultish stuff with a

dash of the famil￼iar to cre￼ate some￼thing thought￼fully curated.  A nice recent sam￼ple of this

lat￼ter approach is Disco Discharge: Classic Disco.

This two‐disc set is one of a quar￼tet of branded sam￼plers.  The

other three sets go deep into spe￼cific disco sub￼gen￼res but

Classic Disco is a sam￼pler platter‐style col￼lec￼tion that offers a

smörgås￼bord of stylings, nation￼al￼i￼ties and dif￼fer￼ing lev￼els of

famil￼iar￼ity.  It serves up a few name‐brand hits, some of the

more well‐known tracks for club cognoscenti and a vari￼ety of

deep cat￼a￼log choices to ensure that all lev￼els of disco enthu￼si￼ast

get some￼thing to sink their teeth into.  The over￼all value is fur￼‐

ther enhanced by the use of full‐length ver￼sions and few

rare mixes.

In the name‐brand arena, lis￼ten￼ers are treated to Dr. Buzzard’s Original Savannah Band’s

“Cherchez La Femme/Se Si Bön,” a divert￼ing blend of Latin rhythms and swing‐style vocals &

horn arrange￼ments,  and Cheryl Lynn’s charm￼ing gospel‐meets‐roller‐boogie clas￼sic, “Got To

Be Real.”  On the ‘clas￼sic club tracks’ tip, Gary’s Gang exem￼plify the relent￼less style of disco

with their taut, insid￼i￼ously upbeat “Keep On Dancing” and Idris Muhammad weaves a more

hyp￼notic sort of groove with “Could Heaven Ever Be Like This,” which lay￼ers airy vocals and

min￼i￼mal yet expan￼sive instru￼men￼ta￼tion over a boom￼ing, echoey beat to cre￼ate a truly unfor￼‐

get￼table exam￼ple of proto‐disco.
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